Wednesday, March 8, 2006 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is proud to announce its December 2005 acquisitions, including: Aaron Douglas’ 
Go Down Death, an important easel oil painting from the Harlem Renaissance period. 


Aaron Douglas’ Oil Painting Go Down Death: 


Aaron Douglas (American, 1899-1979) was the first African-American artist to explore Modernism and to 
integrate African motifs into his art. He was considered chief visual artist of the Harlem Renaissance, a period 
of intense creativity throughout the 1920s and 1930s when artists of all media—writers, musicians, visual 
artists— began to express modern African-American culture in their work while incorporating the roots of their 
ancestral past. Though underappreciated in the past, Douglas’ works have, in recent years, become highly 
valued for their importance within the artistic movements of his time. 


Several art movements and eras influenced Douglas’ signature style, including Egyptian relief carving, cubism 
and art deco design. Fewer than a dozen of Douglas’ signature style easel oil paintings from the Harlem 
Renaissance era exist today, making Go Down Death (1934) an extremely important acquisition. His most 
famous easel works comprise a series of six oil paintings based upon a book by renowned author and early civil 
rights activist James Weldon Johnson called God’s Trombones: Seven Negro Sermons in Verse. 


The most dynamic and compelling oil painting of the series, Go Down Death, illustrates a sermon about a 
winged angel of death who rides on horseback through the heavens to save a woman from her tormented life. 
The painting features a distinctive palette of blues, pinks, lavenders, purples and whites. A single star is 
prominent in the piece and, according to some scholars, symbolizes the North Star that guided fugitive slaves 
through the Underground Railroad. 


Additional Noteworthy Acquisitions: 


* Federico Barocci’s (Italian, c. 1535-1612) 
The Annunciation (c. 1585) etching and engraving 


The Annunciation, a recreation of the painting that is now in the Vatican Pinacoteca, incorporates a symphony 
of light, modeling and texture and is considered Barocci’s finest print. 


¢ Jacques Callot’s (French, 1592-1635) 
The Temptation of St. Anthony (second version, 1635) etching 


While Callot’s first attempt of The Temptation of St. Anthony was ruined in the printing process, the second 
was successful and illustrates a scene of dramatic shadowing and light, achieving theatrical emotion with visual 
effects of smoke and fire framed by theater curtains at each side. 


* Emile Bernard’s (French, 1868-1941) 

Singer at the Café-Concert (1887) lithograph 

Les Bretonneries: Title page, Breton Women Gathering in the Harvest, Wedding in Bretagne, Breton Women 
making Haystacks and Return from the Pilgrimage (1889) lithograph 


Bernard became interested in zincography, lithographs printed from zinc plates, in 1887. At 19-years old 
Bernard created Singer at the Café-Concert. He then collaborated with Paul Gauguin in 1888 and in 1889 each 
artist created their most daring zincographs yet. Bernard created Les Bretonneries, while Gauguin produced 
Volpini Suite, which was previously acquired by CMA. 


* Artists of the Moche culture of Peru’s North Coast were among the world’s most inventive metalworkers with 
their work famed for its technical cleverness and exquisite beauty. Nariguera, nose ornaments, were 
indispensable to the regalia of Moche kings, proclaiming their power both through precious materials and 
imagery. Three nose ornaments were acquired for CMA’s permanent collection. 


Central Andes (Peru), North Coast, Moche Culture c. 100-300 A.D. 
Nariguera (nose ornament with portrait head) gold 

Nariguera (nose ornament with decapitator) gold and silver 
Nariguera (nose ornament with birds and serpents) gold and silver 


If you are having difficulty with the above links, please cut and paste the following link in your browser address 
window to go directly to the News Desk - http://www.clevelandart.org/whatsnew/. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of the leading comprehensive art museums. Its permanent collection is 
world renowned for its quality and breadth spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a key international player in 


exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. 
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